
Excursus: Significance of Present Activity with the Restored ‘New Earth’ 

 The Importance of the Physical Universe 

WHAT WE ASSUME ABOUT 

HEAVEN 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT 

HEAVEN [NEW EARTH] 

Non-Earth New Earth 

Unfamiliar; otherworldly Familiar; earthly 

Disembodied Resurrected (embodied) 

Foreign Home (all the comforts of home 

with all the innovations of an 

infinitely creative God) 

Leaving favorite things behind Retaining the good; finding the best 

ahead 

No time and space Time and space 

Static Dynamic 

Neither old (like Eden) nor new and 

earthly; just strange and unknown 

Both old and new 

Nothing to do; floating on the clouds A God to worship and serve; a 

universe to rule; purposeful work to 

accomplish; friends to enjoy 

No learning or discovery; instant and 

complete knowledge 

An eternity of learning and 

discovering 

Boring Fascinating 

Loss of desire Continuous fulfillment of desire 

Absence of the terrible (but presence 

of little we desire) 

Presence of the wonderful 

(everything we desire and nothing 

we don’t) 
*From Randy Alcorn, Heaven, 155 

 

 


